
Top Ten Tips-ASD 

1. Beware of assuming that the child’s language level represents his communication level. There will be a 

need to check the child’s understanding. 

2. Ensure the child is giving attention to the topic, subject or activity which is meant to be the focus of 

attention. 

3. Alert the child to his role in tasks, situations and events; use strategies to prompt the development of a 

personal memory. 

4. Beware of assuming that the ‘meaning’ of any task, situation, activity or event is clear to the child: 

relate the meaning, where possible, to the perspective he is taking. 

5. Teach ‘pretending’ and help the child discriminate between pretence and reality. 

6. Make the beginning and end points of tasks clear, e.g., using a list of steps to task completion, or a 

series of prompt cards, pictures or diagrams. 

7. Make the connections with previous skills or knowledge explicit 

8. Address child by name before giving an instruction, particularly if instructing class as a group. 

9. Be aware of language use and the potential of misinterpretation. Avoid sarcasm and irony. Metaphors 

need to be explained. 

10. Use visual prompts whenever possible. 

 

1. Keep instructions short and deliver one at a time 

2. Use visual prompts 

3. Provide key vocabulary and repeat words and phrases 

4. Check for understanding-allow processing time 

5. Encourage social interaction through paired and small-group work. 

6. Using name ask a direct/specific question to encourage involvement 
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