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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a busy term as usual at the Beacon.  I hope by now you have had a chance to read our Ofsted report 

which we are all naturally very pleased about.  However, we all know that ‘outstanding’ is just a word and we are 

always looking for ways to improve the service we provide for our young people and you their parents and 

carers.  One area we are keen to improve on is our communication between home and school; as you know we have 

started a parent view ‘hotline’ it is an email address that you can contact directly with any comments, suggestions or 

even complaints!  We did write about this last term so this is just a reminder parent.voice@thebeacon.kent.sch.uk   

We also have our parent suggestion box in the reception area next to the parent notice board and are going to send 

a termly newsletter to tell you about some of the highlights of the term. Our parent drop in is on Wednesdays from 

2:00pm to 5:00pm so if you would like to see someone, there will always be someone from the senior leadership 

team available to speak to you.   

Next term will see a new look to our home-school books.  These are a really important way for us to communicate 

with you about your child, their activities, learning and well-being.  We would encourage all parents to use these as 

they really are an excellent ‘direct line’ of contact between you and your child’s teacher. 

We can’t possibly fit in all the things that have been going on over the term in the newsletter so we have put a photo 

gallery of some of this term’s highlights on our website.  I hope you will enjoy reading about some of the activities 

our young people have been involved in. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable break and 

thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Beacon Sporting Super Stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have some fantastic news to share with 

you all. Students from KS4, Freddie, Lucy and 

James represented Kent in the South East 

Regional Finals at Surrey Sports Park and they 

won Gold winning all of their games! 

Within their category they competed against 4 

other schools who represented their own 

counties.  They produced some exceptional 

performances, executing some incredible 

shots and working superbly as a team.  We're 

very proud of them. Well done to Freddie, 

Lucy and James. 
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Teaching and learning News 

 

Some highlights: 

Spain class have had a very busy term learning all about Space.  The children designed and built their own junk 

model rockets and helmets and had a spectacular rocket launch dressed up as astronauts to go’ to the moon and 

back’. The class have also been finding out about Spring and farm animal needs. They had a successful and enjoyable 

trip to a local farm. The next day every child made an ‘Animal Fact File’ and presented their findings to the class. 

Ivory Coast are now all authors! Students have been working in groups to plan stories. They have written their own 

stories and illustrated them, including a front cover. Ivory Coast now have eleven new books proudly displayed in 

their bookcase. Students were pleased and proud to read their books to Senegal class. 

 This term Barbados class have been learning about the Ancient Maya. They have had great fun making quesadillas, 

building pyramids and learning about Maya numbers, Gods, writing and myths. In Science, they have investigated 

the effects different drinks had on teeth and learnt about the digestive system. 

The topic in Grenada this term was ‘Mighty Metals’. They used the book ‘The Iron Giant’ by Ted Hughes as 

inspiration for the topic and in Design and technology constructed their very own Iron Giant named ‘Tin Tin’. This 

project began with a trip to Brockhill Park to explore how metal is used to make play equipment and then the 

children used this to design play equipment of their own. They also explored what forces were at work in the 

assortment of play equipment. 

For their qualification in land mark studies our sixth from students and Field to Fork groups, have been busy creating 
an allotment area at The Beacon.  Students have put up a polytunnel, introduced a compost area and are currently 
busy building a bug hotel. 
Onions and garlic are already growing on the allotment, seed potatoes are nearly ready to be planted and Gambia's 
classroom has been turned into a nursery with lots of seedlings being grown. 
 

Well-being at The Beacon 

For The Beacon Well-being project pupils have developed their own ideas. Projects have included undertaking 
research and ordering new games and resources, a self-help leaflet called ‘Think Yourself Awesome’, Trampoline 
Club and a Unicorn Craft Club. Well done to all those who have contributed to the projects so far; we look forward to 
seeing some of the fantastic plans of future groups. 
 
Performance to Parents and Friends 29th March 2019 
 
What amazing performances the choirs put on for their parents, friends and family. Starting off with a rousing 

welcome song to all, then Zone 1 choir sang some well-known traditional nursery rhymes. Beautiful solo 

performances were given by Kimberley, Jordan and then Aisha.  There was some foot tapping music by the Brass 

band, and then a variety of vocal and instrumental performances. Mr Ince is very proud of all the pupils and is busy 

planning the next performance. 

 



 

The Beacon in the community  

Grenada and Panama classes took a trip to The Vine Church in Maidstone to take part in a KSent Music event. 

Children performed in front of over 100 people. They sang ‘Reach for the Stars’. They also took part in several music 

based workshops and were a credit to The Beacon. 

Ivory Coast embarked on an exciting project this term. They went to visit Broadmeadow Care home and were asked 

to design and create a small garden. All students have been enthusiastically drawing up their plans for the garden. 

They have presented these to the class and the designs were sent to the manager at Broadmeadow. She was very 

impressed. They are waiting for a final decision before beginning to create a garden of their choice. Watch this 

space! 

A small group of students have been going to the Custom café in Folkestone where they have been planting seeds, 

painting and maintaining raised beds and creating a vegetable and herb garden for use in the Custom Café.  They 

have also been foraging for food and materials to use in the raised beds.  This term, students have foraged seaweed 

from the shoreline, this will be used as fertilizer and has the potential to be eaten in the café. Students have been 

shown the alternative use for plants commonly dismissed as weeds, this has also involved some enthusiastic tasting. 

 

Students in Cape Verde class have had a very creative term. They have been very busy planning, making and selling 

goods for their Enterprise project. The 'Cook your own curry' kits sold out very fast and we are reliably informed that 

the kits produced very tasty Indian inspired meals.  The students made Mother's day gifts, decorating wooden 

trinket boxes and terracotta pots with decoupage and potted pansies in them.  

Visual Arts at the Beacon 

Visitors to the Beacon are always impressed by the amazing artwork produced by our students under the guidance 

of their teacher Mrs Claire Smith. We thought you would like to see some of this produced by our young artists. Well 

done to all and to Mrs Smith, their Teacher, for such inspirational work. Year 10 have been busy making clay 

sculptures based on their research of famous buildings. Year 9 have been working on still life.  Year 8 have been 

making Junk robots. Year 7 have been working on their cardboard masks and still have much more to do!     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Coming up in term 5 

Table Fair – Saturday 27th April at The Beacon- 10am-2pm 

EHCP Date- Tuesday 30th April 

London Mini Marathon- Sunday 28th April 

Year 9 Options Evening- Wednesday 8th May 

EHCP Date- Tuesday 21st May 

Find-a-Voice Resource Library visit- Friday 24th May at The Beacon 

Race for Life- Wednesday 5th June 

Community Training Programmes  

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)- Thursday 6th June 

Makaton Taster- Thursday 13th June 

Mental Health First Aid Awareness- Thursday 20th June 

Sensory Integration- Thursday 27th June 

VI Awareness- Monday 8th July  

 

The new term starts on Tuesday 23rd April.  Happy Easter! 

Very best wishes 

 

 

Ady Young (Headteacher) 


