
The Beacon Parent Forum – Tuesday 18th October 2022 
 

Attendees 
Alison Cole – Head of School 
Ellie Garrett – Mental Health Lead 
Casey Fletcher – Assistant Headteacher 
Rachel Birchley – Communications and Marketing Manager 
Parents/carers x4 
 
 

Notes 
 

1. Firstly we went round the room making introductions. 
 

2. The theme for this parent form is communication. 
 
3. RB explained her role in the school. AC asked for feedback on what we are currently 

doing well and what we could improve. 
 

4. General consensus that parents are finding Facebook useful for whole-school 
information, such as important events and key dates. 
 

5. Parents are not really using the website to find out day-to-day information, it’s mostly 
used for finding policies.  
 

6. We discussed the app Tapestry and whether an app, such as this, could be useful for 
home school communication.  
 

7. One parent/carer said they would like to make sure they don’t lose the amount of 
information/detail received in the current home school books.  
 

8. One parent/carer said that time at home can be limited so they can’t always read the 
book every night or write in it every day. They also find Facebook handy for event 
reminders.  
 

9. The more tech-savvy parents would like an app because they always have their 
phone on them. 
 

10. One parent/carer has emails from the teacher if they need to communicate 
something as their child associates the home school book as something negative. 
 

11. Another parent/carer has a routine with their child afterschool where they sit down 
and discuss the comments in the home school book and then it helps guide a 
conversation about how their day went.  
 

12. Foster carers use the information in the home school books to help them complete 
daily records for the children in their care.  
 

13. CF gave an explanation of what Evidence for Learning is. It’s an app that we have 
been trialling in early years and specialist classes which tracks pupils against the 
curriculum and stores photo and video evidence of progress/attainment. Evidence for 
Learning is not good for daily reports but parents can send messages to school via 
the platform. The app is currently available on Android and Apple.  
 



14. In terms of communications about progress, parents would like to know more about 
progress day-to-day between parents’ evenings. It’s hoped that logins for Evidence 
for Learning will be shared with parents for Seychelles/Nicaragua and the PMLD 
classes by Christmas, and that it will roll out to tier two classes by the end of the 
academic year. 
 

15. It was brought up that parents have been requesting reading books for their children 
but they’ve not had any. This has been added as an action for AC to follow up on. 
 

16. In terms of general communication, we discussed adding a calendar to the website 
with key dates and upcoming events. This is a medium-term fix that RB can put in 
place. 
 

17. Parents/carers would like the parent forum notes to be easily accessible online so 
that if they cannot attend they can catch up and have the opportunity to comment.  
 

18. A potential issue around timings of the parent forums was discussed. Daytimes are 
problematic for parents who work, and after school can be troublesome for childcare. 
 

19. Feedback was given by parents/carers about the school uniform supplier. There have 
been long lead times for orders and unsatisfactory customer service received. This is 
an action point for AC who will discuss with our Head of Operations.  
 

20. Afterschool clubs – feedback given that most of the clubs are sports-focussed and 
that there is limited provision for each age group. Parents/carers are understanding 
that we need to have staff available to provide these clubs and that they may have to 
pay to cover additional costs for some clubs. Art club was specifically mentioned as 
being missed. 

a. Action point taken by RB to update the afterschool clubs timetable on the 
website – completed 19th October 2022. 

 
21. Mental health awareness training: 

a. One parent/carer had attended the training that EG hosted and praised it. 
b. We discussed the potential for the training to be delivered externally, on a 

Saturday and also making it open to people outside of The Beacon 
community. 

c. Also suggested that we could record future sessions and make them 
available online. 

 
22. We discussed potential topics for future forums. Ideas include: 

a. How parents can help prepare children for transitions at school. 
b. Online safety: 

i. Potential for parent workshops on this. 
 

 


